
Big tick for digital radio 
Ford Ennals 

Digital Radio UK 

WorldDAB General Assembly 
10 November 2016 



Switching the UK onto digital 



A marathon  
followed by  

a sprint  



60% of  

adults 
listen 



45.5% of radio 

listening 



2017: 
our tipping point 

Achievement of government 
switchover criteria 
• Coverage 
• Digital listening  



Radio: 
public and private 

• The future of radio is digital  
• Standing still is not an option   
• Government and Ofcom support  
• Supply chain and vehicle manufacturers  
• New set of competitors  
 



New 
competition 



 



The  
saviour of 

radio 



An even playing 
field 



 

Commercial 
radio 
rises 



Digital Radio UK 
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Car  
manufacturers 

on-board 



Working 
together 

http://www.pure.com/


Expand  
DAB coverage: 

97% & 91%  



 



Expand choice 
of digital stations 



Getting  
DAB into 
new cars 

 



90% 

Getting  
DAB into 
new cars 

 



Deliver  
coordinated 

communications 



Deliver  
coordinated 

communications 



Testing and approving 
radios 



Digital radio tick mark 
scheme 



 



 



 



Digital Radio Tick Mark 
Scheme 

 
SONY, PANA, PHILIPS PICS 



Big tick for 
VQ 

 



A common  
specification for 

Europe 



Big tick for digital 
radio 

 


